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GRADES 3–5 LESSON

PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS

Uncovering 
Our African 

Past

The Social 
Construction 

of Race

 Racism in 
Rules and 

Laws 

6.1.5.CivicsPD.2: Explain how individuals can initiate and/or  
influence local, state, or national public policymaking  
(e.g., petitions, proposing laws, contacting elected officials).

6.1.5.CivicsPD.3: Explain how and why it is important that people 
from diverse cultures collaborate to find solutions to community, 
state, national, and global challenges.

6.1.5.Civic.DP.1: Using evidence, explain how the core civic virtues and 
democratic principles impact the decisions made at the local, state, 
and national government (e.g., fairness, equality, common good).

6.1.5.CivicsDP.2: Compare and contrast responses of individuals  
and groups, past and present, to violations of fundamental rights 
(e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights).

6.1.5.CivicsPR.4: Explain how policies are developed to address  
public problems.

6.1.5.CivicsHR.2: Research and cite evidence for how the actions  
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and other historical civil rights leaders 
served as catalysts for social change, inspired social activism in  
subsequent generations.

6.1.5.CivicsHR.4: Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, 
such as bullying, and propose solutions to address such actions.

6.1.5.CivicsCM.1: Use a variety of sources to describe the charac-
teristics exhibited by real and fictional people that contribute(d) 
to the well-being of their community and country.

6.1.5.GeoPP.6: Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary 
migratory experiences of different groups of people and explain 
why their experiences differed.

6.1.5.EconET.1: Identify positive and negative incentives that  
influence the decisions people make.

B R E A K I N G  B I A S :  L E S S O N S  F R O M  T H E  A M I S T A D 
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GRADES 6–8 LESSON

PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS
Mapping Our 

Roots
How Would 

You Identify?

 Suppressing 
the Black 

Vote

6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.a: Cite evidence to evaluate the extent to which the 
leadership and decisions of early administrations of the national 
government met the goals established in the Constitution.

6.1.8.CivicsDP.3.a:Use primary and secondary sources to assess 
whether or not the ideals found in the Declaration of Indepen-
dence were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native 
Americans during this time period.

6.1.8.HistoryUP.5.a: Analyze the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, 
and 15th Amendments to the United States Constitution from 
multiple perspectives.

6.2.8.GeoPP.1.b: Use maps to examine the impact of the various 
migratory patterns of hunters/gatherers that moved from Africa  
to Eurasia, Australia, and the Americas.

6.3.8.CivicsHR.1: Construct an argument as to the source of human 
rights and how they are best protected.

GRADES 9–12 LESSON

PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS
Africa: Global 

Perception

The Social 
Construction 

of Race
Race and 

Public Policy

 6.1.12.HistoryUP.2.c: Explain why American ideals put forth in 
the Constitution have been denied to different groups of people 
throughout time (i.e., due process, rule of law and individual rights).

GRADES 3–5 LESSON

PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS

Uncovering 
Our African 

Past

The Social 
Construction 

of Race

 Racism in 
Rules and 

Laws 

6.1.5.HistoryCC.2: Use a variety of sources to illustrate how the 
American identity has evolved over time.

6.1.5.HistoryUP.6: Evaluate the impact of different interpretations  
of experiences and events by people with different cultural or  
individual perspectives.

6.1.5.HistoryUP.7: Describe why it is important to understand the 
perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world.
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GRADES 3–5 LESSON

PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS
The Worth  
of a Slave

Slavery Built 
America La Amistad Slavery in NJ

6.1.5.CivicsPD.2: Explain how individuals can 
initiate and/or influence local, state, or national 
public policymaking (e.g., petitions, proposing 
laws, contacting elected officials).

6.1.5.CivicsPD.3: Explain how and why it is important 
that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find 
solutions to community, state, national, and global 
challenges.

6.1.5.Civic.DP.1: Using evidence, explain how the 
core civic virtues and democratic principles impact 
the decisions made at the local, state, and national 
government (e.g., fairness, equality, common good).

6.1.5.CivicsDP.2: Compare and contrast responses 
of individuals and groups, past and present, to 
violations of fundamental rights (e.g., fairness, civil 
rights, human rights).

6.1.5.CivicsHR.1: Describe how fundamental rights 
guaranteed by the United States Constitution and 
the Bill of Rights contribute to the improvement of 
American democracy (i.e., freedom of expression, 
freedom of religion, freedom of the press, freedom 
of assembly, freedom of petition, the right to vote, 
and the right to due process).

6.1.5.CivicsHR.2: Research and cite evidence for 
how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
other historical civil rights leaders served as cata-
lysts for social change, inspired social activism in 
subsequent generations.

6.1.5.CivicsHR.4: Identify actions that are unfair 
or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose 
solutions to address such actions

6.1.5.CivicsCM.1: Use a variety of sources to describe 
the characteristics exhibited by real and fictional 
people that contribute(d) to the well-being of their 
community and country.

6.1.5.CivicsCM.5: Investigate the lives of New Jersey 
individuals with diverse experiences who have 
contributed to the improvement of society

6.1.5.CivicsCM.6: Cite evidence from a variety of 
sources to describe how a democracy depends 
upon and responds to individuals' participation

UNIT 2



4Alignment of Lessons to NJ Student Learning Standards, Social Studies

GRADES 6–8 LESSON

PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS
 The Worth 
of a Slave La Amistad  Slavery in NJ

6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.a: Cite evidence to evaluate the extent to which the 
leadership and decisions of early administrations of the national 
government met the goals established in the Constitution.

6.1.8.CivicsDP.3.a:Use primary and secondary sources to assess 
whether or not the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence 
were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native Americans 
during this time period.

6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.b: Evaluate the impact of the institution of slavery 
on the political and economic expansion of the United States.

6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.c: Construct an argument to explain how the 
expansion of slavery violated human rights and contradicted 
American ideals.

GRADES 3–5 LESSON

PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS
The Worth  
of a Slave

Slavery Built 
America La Amistad Slavery in NJ

6.1.5.EconET.1: Identify positive and negative in-
centives that influence the decisions people make.

6.1.5.HistoryCC.7: Evaluate the initial and lasting 
impact of slavery using sources that represent 
multiple perspectives.

6.1.5.HistoryCC.9: Evaluate the impact of ideas, 
inventions, and other contributions of prominent 
figures who lived New Jersey.

6.1.5.HistoryUP.1: Describe the reasons various 
groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated 
to New Jersey and America, and cite evidence from 
multiple perspectives to describe the challenges 
they encountered.

6.1.5.HistoryUP.6: Evaluate the impact of different 
interpretations of experiences and events by people 
with different cultural or individual perspectives.

6.1.5.HistoryUP.7: Describe why it is important to 
understand the perspectives of other cultures in 
an interconnected world.

6.1.5.HistorySE.2: Construct an argument for the 
significant and enduring role of historical symbols, 
monuments, and holidays and how they affect the 
American identity.
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GRADES 9–12 LESSON

PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS

 Slavery’s 
Enduring 

Myths La Amistad
 Slavery Built 

America

 6.1.12.HistoryUP.2.b: Analyze the impact and contributions  
of African American leaders and institutions in the development  
and activities of black communities in the North and South  
before and after the Civil War.

 6.1.12.HistoryUP.2.c: Explain why American ideals put forth in 
the Constitution have been denied to different groups of people 
throughout time (i.e., due process, rule of law and individual rights).

 6.1.12.CivicsDP.3.a: Compare and contrast the successes and 
failures of political and social reform movements in New Jersey 
and the nation during the Antebellum period (i.e., the 1844 State 
Constitution, abolition, women’s rights, and temperance).

 6.1.12. CivicsDP.3.c: Examine the origins of the antislavery  
movement and the impact of particular events, such as the  
Amistad decision, on the movement.

GRADES 6–8 LESSON

PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS
 The Worth 
of a Slave La Amistad  Slavery in NJ

6.1.8.CivicsHR.4.a: Examine sources from a variety of perspectives 
to describe efforts to reform education, women’s rights, slavery, 
and other issues during the Antebellum period.

6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.b: Explain the growing resistance to slavery and 
New Jersey’s role in the Underground Railroad.

6.1.8.HistoryCC.5.a: Prioritize the causes and events that led to the 
Civil War from different perspectives.

6.1.8.HistoryUP.5.a: Analyze the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 
15th Amendments to the United States Constitution from multiple 
perspectives.

6.1.8.HistoryUP.5.b: Examine the roles of women, African Americans, 
and Native Americans in the Civil War.

6.1.8.HistpryUP.5.c: Explain how and why the Emancipation 
Proclamation and the Gettysburg Address continue to impact 
American life.

6.1.8.HistoryCC.5.g: Construct an argument that prioritizes the 
causes and events that led to the Civil War using multiple sources 
from different perspectives.

6.3.8.CivicsHR.1: Construct an argument as to the source of human 
rights and how they are best protected.
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GRADES 9–12 LESSON

PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS

 Slavery’s 
Enduring 

Myths La Amistad
 Slavery Built 

America

 6.1.12.HistoryUP.3.b: Examine a variety of sources from multiple 
perspectives on slavery and evaluate the claims used to justify the 
arguments.

 6.1.12.CivicsDP.4.b: Analyze how ideas found in key documents 
contributed to demanding equality for all (i.e., the Declaration of 
Independence, the Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments and 
Resolutions, the Emancipation Proclamation, and the Gettysburg 
Address).

6.1.12.CivicsPR.4.a: Draw from multiple sources to explain the 
ways in which prevailing attitudes, socioeconomic factors, and 
government actions (i.e., the Fugitive Slave Act and Dred Scott De-
cision) in the North and South (i.e., Secession) led to the Civil War.

 6.1.12.HistoryUP.4.b: Use primary sources to compare and  
contrast the experiences of African Americans who lived in Union 
and Confederate states before and during the Civil War.

 6.1.12.CivicsDP.5.a: Analyze the effectiveness of governmental 
policies and of actions by groups and individuals to address 
discrimination against new immigrants, Native Americans, and 
African Americans.

 6.1.12.HistoryCC.11.c: Explain why women, African Americans, 
Native Americans, Asian Americans, and other minority groups 
often expressed a strong sense of nationalism despite the discrim-
ination they experienced in the military and workforce.

 6.1.12.HistorySE.14.a: Explore the various ways women, racial and 
ethnic minorities, the LGBTQ community, and individuals with 
disabilities have contributed to the American economy, politics 
and society.

 6.1.12.HistorySE.14.b: Use a variety of sources from diverse per-
spective to analyze the social, economic and political contributions 
of marginalized and underrepresented groups and/or individuals.

 6.2.12.HistoryCC.1.b: Analyze various motivations for the Atlantic 
slave trade and the impact on Europeans, Africans, and Americans.


